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tedious and confusing antecedent controversies occupy nearly a 
hundred pages of the work. 

As to the effect of the agitation for resident bishops on the revolu- 
tionary spirit itself, Dr. Cross concludes that it is a misconstruction 
of evidence to see in the Episcopal question " a cause of the Revolu- 
tion, if one means an impelling cause." On the other hand, he admits 
that, as " religious affairs were closely involved in the political ques- 
tions of the time . . . there was an ecclesiastical phase of pre-Revo- 
lutionary history of no little interest and importance." 

Dr. Cross's study is supplemented by appendices containing valu- 
able documents transcribed from English manuscripts, chief in interest 
among these being the correspondence between Bishop Sherlock and 
Horace Walpole and the Duke of Newcastle. A good bibliography 
of special works on the ecclesiastical relations of England with the 
American colonies, and an adequate index bring this most excellent 
volume to a close. David s Muzzey 

Columbia University. 

The French Revolution and Modern French Socialism. A com- 
parative study of the principles of the French Revolution and the 
doctrines of modern socialism. By Jessica Peixotto. New York, 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. — xv, 409 pp. 

Dr. Peixotto's book deserves attention not only as a study in the 
comparative history of radical rationalism, but also as an attempt to 
treat doctrines and theories in connection with contemporaneous 
social facts and relations. The book, however, strikes one more as 
a discussion of certain similarities in the doctrines of the French 
Revolution and modern French socialism than as an exhaustive 
comparative study of the origin and psychology of the two 
movements. 

The reader can gain an idea of Dr. Peixotto's position from the 
following statement (pp. 242-243) : 

It will not do to press too far the parallel between the eighteenth 
century influences and those of the nineteenth, but when the chief changes 
in French social life during the nineteenth century are considered, it seems 
possible to find a certain similarity of causes. ... In the nineteenth cen- 
tury as in the eighteenth, there can be noted in French life the rise and 
spread of new standards, more particularly the development of a new 
method of investigation, of a new ideal of government and of a widened 
sense of social responsibility. There can be seen, too, in this century as in 
the last, an unstable government which neither absolutely suppresses nor yet 
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upholds these new ideals ; there can also be found altered social conditions 
which, along with changed standards, have made more directly for the rise 
of another class, again impressed with its false position in society, again 
filled with a new appreciation of its own value and a new and pronounced 
desire for a better standard of living. Each of these influences seems to 
have played a determinative part in developing the character and enlarging 
the reach of modern French socialism. 

The author treats her subject systematically and is intimately 
acquainted with the literature bearing upon it, but the presentation 
of the eighteenth century doctrines is throughout conventional. It is 
to be regretted that some very important books on Rousseau, as, for 
example, those of Liepmann and Haymann, which offer distinctly 
new interpretations of the position of that philosopher were not made 
use of. The author shows more originality in her treatment of mod- 
ern French socialism. This last part is not only attractively written, 
but the criticisms advanced are interesting and suggestive (e.g., the 
criticism of the Marxian social philosophy) (pp. 298-300) even where 
they seem to us quite wrong. Vladimir Gr. Simkhovitch. 

Columbia University. 

Bundesstaat und Staatenbund. By Prof. Louis Le Fur and 
Dr. Paul Posener. Erster Band : Bundesstaat und Staatenbund 
in geschichtlicher Entwickelung. Breslau, J. U. Kern's Verlag, 1902. 
— 384 pp. 

This work originally appeared in French in 1896 under the 
authorship of Dr. Le Fur. A second French edition was brought 
out in the year 1900, and now with the collaboration of Dr. Posener, 
a German jurist, a German edition makes its appearance. The vol- 
ume under consideration deals exclusively with the historical aspect 
of the subject, leaving the theoretical and philosophical treatment for 
the second volume, which, it is understood, will appear shortly. The 
authors leave us to frame our own definitions of the two terms which 
make up the title of their work, and without giving us even an ink- 
ling of the real character of the two state forms which they desig- 
nate under the titles Bundesstaat and Staatenbund, plunge at once into 
an historical survey of such of the states of antiquity as belonged to 
either of these two forms of state organization. Our idea of the 
Bundesstaat is that of a federal state, or as Burgess would say with 
more scientific exactness, a state having the federal system of gov- 
ernment,— for strictly speaking there can be no such thing as a 
federal state ; while the Staatenbund is a confederacy or a league of 



